
Building a church is never easy, but Amy Brower, 
her husband and friends were determined to do it. 
The Browers moved to Burnsville in 1962 and had to 
drive to the Cities to attend worship services. Along 
with friends, they raised the funds needed to build the 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, now an affiliate of 
Augustana Care.

Amy now lives at Augustana Regent, where Prince of 
Peace conducts worship services and Bible study groups. 
Parishioners also transport residents to Sunday services.

Amy’s neighbor Medora Brown enjoys “the opportunity 
to have Bible study and services provided to residents 
by Prince of Peace.” Resident LuAnn Johnson, a church 
member for more than 40 years, says, “The church has 
always been important to me and I still love it.”

Pastor Sandy Rothschiller and Senior Adult Program 
Coordinator Kari Snyder are grateful for everything 
Augustana Care residents do for the church. “They are 
fantastic volunteers,” says Kari. Pastor Sandy looks 
forward to weekly Bible study sessions. “I learn so 
much by listening to residents,” she says.

Can you share an example of an initiative?

Chaplain Julie Wright and I have been trained 
to use a curriculum called Building Spiritual 
Strength, rooted in evidence-based treatment 
for veterans. It was created by a team including 
psychologist Irene Harris, who highlighted 
spirituality as key to healing from post-traumatic 
stress disorder.

What do residents and families need most  
from spiritual care?

They need a skillful listener who can affirm their 
emotions and ask clarifying questions—not 
give advice. They also need help when making 
difficult decisions about the care and treatments 
they choose. In approaching these decisions, 
which hinge on each person’s ideas about life and 
death, chaplains can play an essential role.

What is the greatest challenge chaplains face  
at Augustana Care?

Augustana Care provides spiritual care that 
reflects a wide variety of needs, faith traditions 
and preferences. While we have numerous 
plans to enhance spiritual care, we depend  
on the financial support of generous donors  
to make that happen.
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The mission of Augustana Care is to serve 
God by fostering fullness of life for older 
adults and other people in need through the 
provision of health care, housing and other 
services in a Christian tradition.
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If you have questions or feedback, please  
contact our communications office at  
jjzark@augustanacare.org or 612-238-8552.

As a Prince of Peace co-founder, Amy Brower (wearing red 
in the photo above), adds a unique perspective to Bible study 
groups led by Pastor Sandy Rothschiller.

Built to Last: Augustana 
Care’s Connection to  

Prince of Peace Church
Helping residents live inspired lives is only possible 
because of our inspiring staff, volunteers and 
residents. To honor them, we created the Augustana 
Awesome Award, distributed at the May Augustana 
Care Leadership Conference.

Two individuals at Augustana Regent received awards, 
including Marty Hinrichs, selected for Excellence 
in Volunteering. Residents enjoy how Marty greets 
everyone by name and note his generosity with time 
and resources. Recently, Marty donated 18 Twins 
tickets so residents could attend a game. His greatest 
passion is for the people he meets at Augustana Care.

Home Health Aide and Trained Medication Assistant 
Harry Odoi received the Excellence in Customer 
Service Award. “When residents mention their 

favorite caregiver, Harry always tops the list,” says 
Augustana Regent Marketing Director Janet Marxen.

Director of Nursing Audrey Roche at the Augustana 
Hastings campus has been a staff member 41 years 
and received the Excellence in Leadership Award. 
“Audrey leads her nursing department as a hands- 
on nurse who will do anything for the well-being  
of residents,” says Administrator Kay Schumacher.

Minneapolis campus resident Miriam Manfred  
took home the Fostering Fullness of Life Award.  
At 97 years young, she plays piano for events;  
travels solo for visits abroad; and exercises regularly 
at our EverActive Wellness Club.

We are grateful to all the winners for their dedication  
to excellence.

Augustana Awesome Award winners (from left to right) Harry Odoi, Marty Hinrichs, Miriam Manfred  
and Audrey Roche embody Augustana Care’s mission to foster fullness of life.

Augustana Awesome Winners Honored

Augustana Care Partners with Mount Olivet 
Careview Home to Create New Hospice Program

To serve more people requesting hospice, Augustana 
Care partnered with Mount Olivet Careview Home 
to launch Grace Hospice in 2014. The new program 
aims to bring hospice back to its roots, rich in 
volunteers and emotional and spiritual care.

Services offered through hospice include regular 
visits from nurses and physicians; emotional and 
spiritual care, including grief counseling; pain and 
symptom management; home health aide services; 
medication and equipment. Supplemental services 
such as massage and music therapy (to support 
spiritual well being) are also available.

New Administrator of Hospice and Palliative Care 
Services Sarah Van Winkle and Hospice Director 
Stacy Warnke joined Augustana Care to lead the 
program. Sarah has more than 25 years experience 
as a registered public health nurse and extensive 
experience in hospice/palliative care.

Stacy began her career as an oncology nurse and 
transitioned to hospice in 2009. She has served  
as a director of hospice for the past five years. 
 
To learn more, please contact Sarah at  
sfvanwin@augustanacare.org or 612-238-5284.

Sharing ideas (above, from left to right) are Chaplain Bonnie Nash, Hospice Director Stacy Warnke, Mount Olivet 
Careview Home Vice President Thomas MacNally and Administrator Sarah Van Winkle.“We share so many values 
that make this program a perfect fit for both partners,” says Sarah.


